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It is perhaps safe to say that in this relative sense the Em-
pire has latterly begun to lose. It is even possible that the
statesmen of the Empire have come to perceive the fact,
or have at any rate begun to be apprehensive of some such
untoward eventuality* The best guess of a shrewd outsider,
not unduly influenced by clamorous laudation of the Ger-
man achievements would probably be that the date at
which Germany ceased to gain in industry and commerce,
relatively to the situation at large, came some half a dozen
years ago. At the same time, this date marks no abrupt
shift in the course of events and has nothing of a cata-
strophic meaning.
So far, therefore, as regards the material conditions un-
derlying the Imperial policies of dominion, it would appear
that these were in their most propitious conjuncture for
Imperial utilisation some time, say, within the past half-
decade. On the other hand, as regards the factors making
directly for a present recourse to arms, the military and
naval preparations of the Imperial government were going
forward all this while at an accelerated pace. In absolute
terms, it is not to be doubted, the equipment and personnel
have grown very appreciably larger, and at the same time
more efficient per capita, year by year. But here again it is
doubtful if this absolute increase in warlike capacity is
safely to be counted as a sustained gain in relative warlike
force, relatively to the European situation at large. The
other European nations have also been making gains, also
at an accelerated pace, especially during the past few years 5
and it should seem that even if the coefficient of increase
has been slighter, yet the resulting massive aggregate of in-